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Join Us for Wine Tasting on October 9
some of the best local San Francisco 
wineries and food vendors will team up 
with us again this year to support the 
San Francisco Foster Youth Fund! 

Please join us at our 12th annual wine 
tasting on Thursday, October 9, 2014, 
at 5:30 pm as Mighty Fine Wines of 
San Francisco helps us to sample fabu-
lous wines from August West, Bluxome 
Street Winery, Sandler Wine Co., Play-
wright Wines, Vin des Temps and Cam-
eron Hughes. We’ll be pairing these 
wines with delicious appetizers and des-
serts from local vendors. 

Our guests have loved the venue at the 
South Beach Harbor Club near Pier 40 
on the Embarcadero in San Francisco so 
we will be hosting the event there again 
this year. Don’t miss this fun event and 
the chance to get a great deal on one of 
our auction prizes! A special thanks to 
our sponsors: Thrasys, deClarity, ERB-
CO and Think Results.

Donation is $50 per person. To pur-
chase a ticket, contact Eileen Cavan at 
(415) 557-5678 or Janice Walcott-Ayers 
at (415) 503-2059, or pay online at our 
website at sffosteryouthfund.org.

Board member and former Commissioner 
William Gargano catches up with an old 
friend—Lillian Johnson, child welfare pioneer 
and founder of the Fund.

Remember SFFYF at Combined Charities Campaign time! See page 3 for details.

Mayor Ed Lee accepting trophy from Willie Mays for the Mae Louise 
Mays Softball Tournament.

the foster youth fund held its annual Mae Louise Mays 
charity softball tournament at Moscone Field in June. A social 
worker in the 1960s, Mae was a pioneer in developing African-
American adoptive families. She later married Hall of Fame 
baseball player Willie Mays. Last year Mae passed away, and to 
express his sorrow, Mayor Ed Lee asked that the Fund’s tour-
nament be renamed in her honor. To express his appreciation, 
Willie Mays recently gave the Mayor a crystal trophy com-
memorating the tournament. The trophy includes an etching 
of the most famous catch in baseball history, Mays’ grab during 
the 1954 World Series, known simply as “The Catch.” On the 
trophy, Mays is quoted as saying, “Mae was really my greatest 
catch.” It now sits in the Mayor’s office, catching the eye of visi-
tors and highlighting the tournament and the Fund.

Twenty-six teams played in this year’s tournament, all but 
one from a city department. After many years of coming close, 
the Sheriff ’s Department won the tournament for the first 
time. They will be attending the August 30th Giants game as 
the guests of Willie Mays. In honor of Mae, two children who 

have recently been adopted will also attend. The Fund also 
raffled two tickets to the game, and the winner is a father who 
will be taking his 7-year-old son to his very first baseball game.

Mae Louise Mays Softball Tournament
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there is a growing body of research to demonstrate the power of extracurricular activities 
and summer programs to support social-emotional learning and lead to a child’s personal 
success.

It has long been known that extracurricular activities can help at-risk students. In 1997, 
studies run by Mahoney and Cairns showed that engagement in school extracurricular 
activities is linked to decreasing rates of early school dropout. They found that such par-
ticipation provides students struggling in school an opportunity to create a positive and 
voluntary connection to education. In their view, involvement in extracurricular activities 
supports the at-risk student by maintaining, enhancing, and strengthening the student-
school connection. 

In 1995, Ralph McNeal demonstrated that kids who were in athletics, fine-arts activities, 
and academic after-school programs were an estimated 1.7, 1.2, and 1.15 times, respec-
tively, less likely to drop out than those who did not participate in these after-school activi-
ties. Athletic participation, in particular, lowers the chances of dropping out of school by 
about 40 percent.

In 2013, Summer Matters, a group of summer learning programs in California, inten-
tionally addressed social-emotional learning for thousands of children and youth. The 
California Summer Matters programs set deliberate goals to affect how young people view 
themselves in the world, including building confidence in their own abilities and creat-
ing a sense of belonging in school and elsewhere. The evidence shows that the programs 
successfully implemented strategies proven to engage students in learning and to develop 
their sense of themselves as capable learners who belong and can succeed in a school envi-
ronment. These principles are now being deployed in summer programs across California, 
including San Francisco.

The research tells us that the activities funded by your donations to the San Francisco 
Foster Youth Fund are worth their weight in gold because they could help students stay in, 
and succeed at, school. This can put them on the road to achieving personal success even 
when their personal circumstances are challenging. Thank you for donating to help the 
future shine for our foster children.

by jennifer ruddock how

Putting Children on the Path to SuccessA Scholarship Success 
Story Thanks to You!
The San Francisco Foster Youth Fund 
will award a limited number of schol-
arship grants in 2014 to former fos-
ter youth from San Francisco who are 
attending college degree programs. 
These students are very low-income 
and are barely able to afford their or-
dinary living expenses.

Our scholar-
ship recipients 
are pursuing a 
variety of dif-
ferent goals and 
have varied in-
terests. Verenice 
Lopez-Meza is 
one of the outstanding students we 
have assisted. She graduated in the 
spring from San Francisco State Uni-
versity with a BA in Political Science 
and a minor in Criminal Justice. She 
is currently working as a case man-
ager at a resource center for home-
less families, and is contributing to 
research and presenting at a confer-
ence regarding foster youth transition 
to adulthood. She will begin an MSW 
program in the fall of 2015, so that 
using her life experience, education, 
and professional connections, she will 
be able to become a Child Protective 
Services worker and work in social 
welfare policy and advocacy.

The Fund is pleased to be able 
to help students like Verenice in our 
own small way, and are grateful to 
our donors who have continued to 
support our scholarship program. We 
are determined to follow our current 
students until they complete their ed-
ucation, and to expand our program 
in years to come.

Verenice asked us to tell everyone 

who is part of the Fund: “Thank you!  

Without your help it wouldn’t have 

been the same!“

Verenice Lopez-Meza

Chief Adult Probation Officer Wendy Still poses with her department’s team.
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It’s Combined Charities 
Campaign Time!

The San Francisco Foster Youth Fund 
has always relied on the generosity of 
employees of the City and County of 
San Francisco. The annual City Em-
ployees Combined Charities Cam-
paign allows employees and retirees 
the opportunity to donate, either by 
payroll deduction or one-time check, 
to their favorite causes. In 2013, 31% 
of the San Francisco Foster Youth 
Fund’s donations came through this 
campaign, amounting to $24,100.

The Combined Charities Cam-
paign forms are distributed in Octo-
ber. You can support foster children 
by writing “San Francisco Foster 
Youth Fund” in the Local Indepen-
dent Charities section. You can con-
tact Eric Hoberg (Eric.Hoberg@sfgov.
org or 415-557-5378) with ques-
tions. The Board of the Fund, and the 
youth who have opportunities for en-
richment, are deeply grateful to city 
workers and retirees.

Retirees Lunch

Please join us for the annual Retirees 
Lunch on Thursday, October 16 at the 
Miraloma Neighborhood Clubhouse, 
350 O’Shaughnessy Boulevard, in San 
Francisco. For information and direc-
tions, contact John Borden at (925) 
798-2168.

The Retirees Lunch is an annual 
tradition started in 2010 by retired 
child welfare manager Karen Sescher. 
Attendees make a donation (of any 
amount) to the Fund. 

The Fund’s board members are 
thrilled to be receiving this support 
from retired colleagues, recognizing 
the special character of the connec-
tion to foster children, and hope that 
these gatherings continue for many 
years to come!

without the support of donors like you, 
many San Francisco foster children would 
miss out on activities that other children 
take for granted. 

So far in 2014, the San Francisco Foster 
Youth Fund has approved 277 grants for 
a diverse range of enrichment activities. 
We supported summer camps and special 
camps focused on sports, science, skate-
board riding, and one for diabetics. We 
wrote checks for school activities like prom, 
graduation, college tours and senior trips, 
and all sorts of classes and lessons, includ-
ing music, dance, drivers training, EMT/
CPR training, swim lessons, and summer 
police cadet academy.

We paid for sports participation, amuse-
ments parks, quinceanera expenses, college 
applications, family visits, and trips to El 
Salvador, Hawaii, Utah and Virginia. The 
Fund also supported voice coaching and 
other expenses for several students inter-
ested in music. In addition, this year the 
Fund began to widen our focus to include 
non-minor dependents, those who are ag-
ing out of foster care, by helping with some 
of their expenses as they transition to adult-
hood, and assisting them to acquire skills 
they will need to become self-supporting.

With the help of our generous donors, 

Where Your Money Goes

Financial Overview for 2013

EXPENDITURES : $ 6 4,085

INCOME : $77,837
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the Fund will be able to continue to enrich 
the lives of San Francisco’s vulnerable chil-
dren for many years to come.

Fund Board member Dan Kelly and his son Ryan. Players brought family for a day of fun



San Francisco Foster Youth Fund 
P.O. Box 460086
San Francisco, CA 94146-0086

5 Yes, I’ll attend the Wine Tasting on Thursday, October 9, 2014. 

 Enclosed is my check for $   ($50 per person)       Number of people attending  

5	 No, I am unable to attend, but will help with a donation of $ 

Name:  

Address: 

City, State, Zip: 

Email:  

Please mail your check and this form to:

San Francisco Foster Youth Fund
P.O. Box 460086
San Francisco, CA 94146-0086

The Foster Youth Fund Is on Facebook!
Join our page on Facebook and suggest it to your friends! Just 
type the Fund’s name in the Facebook search box to find us. The 
more people that join and spread the word, the more people 
know of us and the more support we can gather. Facebook can 
be an avenue to spread the word about events and to invite 
people to donate to a specific cause. There is a link to the web-
site for donations and in these tough times, it is important to find 
new ways to bring in money for our kids.
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Visit San Francisco Foster Youth Fund!
Want to learn more about the Fund and the impact of your support and donations? Visit us online and read testimonials, learn 
about upcoming events, and find out how to get involved in helping kids. You can even make a donation online! Visit our updated 
website at www.sffosteryouthfund.org. You can also email us at sffyf2013@gmail.com.

SFFYF Board of Directors

Brian Baggaley

Bonnie Friedman

William R. Gargano

Jennifer Ruddock  

    How 

Dan Kelly

Bridget Leach

Kathy Mahoney

Audrey Nauer-Allen

Holly Pera

Evelyn Poates

Gloria Samayoa

Arlette T. Smith

Janice Walcott

Eileen Cavan, President

Cheryl Baker, Secretary

Eric Hoberg, Treasurer 
 and Scholarships

off icers  directors

You Are Invited!
(please detach and return)


