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Join us for Wine Tasting at the Sky Blue Penthouse!
the san francisco foster youth fund wine tasting had 
such rave reviews from last year’s new venue, the Sky Blue 
Penthouse, that we will be returning again this year. The event 
will be on Thursday, October 24th from 5:30–8:30 pm. Share 
the beautiful rooftop views of the city with your friends and 
colleagues while sipping wine and nibbling on appetizers.

The Sky Blue Penthouse is located in the Hamms Building at 
1550 Bryant Street in San Francisco and there is plenty of free 
parking. Your favorite wineries will be back, including August 
West Wine, Bluxome Street Winery, Sandler Wine Co., Hersly 
Wine, Cameron Hughes, Betwixt and Beringer. You will find 
it hard not to bid on one of our unique silent auction items, 
including wine country trips, sports memorabilia, artwork, 
event and restaurant gift certificates, and Warriors tickets. This 
year’s honoree will be PSW Ana Vasquez, an extraordinary  
social worker in the Supportive Transitions Unit. We hope 
you will come to celebrate with Ana and to support our youth 
in foster care.

The view from last year’s wine tasting at the Sky Blue Penthouse.

Board President Dan Kelly acknowledges Eric 
Hoberg’s 50 years of service.

Remember SFFYF at Combined Charities Campaign time! See page 3 for details.

A special thanks to this year’s sponsors for their generous 
donations: Nektar, Argot Partners, HDMZ, Pure Commu-
nications, deClarity and the San Francisco Police Officer’s  
Association. Donation is $50 per person. To purchase a ticket, 
please contact Eileen Cavan at (415) 557-5693 or Eric Hoberg 
at (415) 557-5378, or pay online at sffosteryouthfund.org. 

on august 1st over 100 people joined 
Eric Hoberg for a “50 for 50” event, cel-
ebrating Eric’s 50 years of service to low-
income San Franciscans and inviting 
friends and colleagues to contribute $50 
to support the new Eric Hoberg Scholar-
ship Fund. 

The Fund’s treasurer today, Eric began 
his career in 1969, helping low-income 
families through the Aid to Families 
with Dependent Children program. In 
the early 1980s, Eric was a part of the 
city’s first homeless program for fami-
lies, and then he moved to child welfare 

Eric Hoberg Celebration Supports Foster Youth
services, helping fragile families as the 
city entered the anguished years of the 
crack cocaine epidemic. Even after Eric 
retired, he continued to volunteer with 
foster youth, extending a life of service. 

We are proud to have someone of 
such distinguished commitment on 
the Fund’s board. The event raised over 
$4,000 for foster youth who are attend-
ing college, and readers are encouraged 
to make further contributions at the 
Fund’s website at sffosteryouthfund.org, 
noting on the donation form that it is for 
the Eric Hoberg Scholarship Fund.
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Scholastic Corner: Trinidad M. College Success
trinidad m., one of the first recipients of the Scholar-
ship Fund, has graduated with the class of 2019 from 
the University of San Francisco, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in English. He will return to school in Fall 2020 
for his master’s degree in social work or counseling. “I 
want to be the support that I received for other young 
people who are going through trying and tough 
times,” he said. “I was given an amazing opportunity 
and I want to pay it forward.” 

Trinidad excelled in school and through his hard 
work earned a full scholarship to Archbishop Riordan 
High School in San Francisco. He graduated with just 
shy of a 4.0 GPA and was accepted to the University 
of San Francisco. He applied for scholarships, filed for financial aid, secured a few small 
student loans and worked at the student bookstore in order to pursue his dream. 

Trinidad told us that whenever he felt overwhelmed by all of his responsibilities, he 
remained focused, not only for himself, but for all of those who had supported him over 
the years. “Academics were important to me because I love to learn,” he said. “I used my 
life experiences to push me forward instead of letting them consume me.” 

Trinidad is the first in his family to earn a college degree and serves as a role model 
to his younger brother. Not only does Trinidad seek to inspire his brother, but he wants 
to inspire many other young students in San Francisco. For the past four years, he has 
also worked for Aim High each summer break. Aim High is a summer learning and 
enrichment program for low-income middle school students that prepares them for 
the transition to high school. This year he will be honored as a Future Youth Leader by 
their organization. 

The San Francisco Foster Youth Fund is honored to have been a part of Trinidad’s 
community of support in obtaining his bachelor’s degree, and we look forward to con-
tinuing the support when he returns to school for his master’s. Thank you to our donors 
for investing in not only Trinidad’s success, but in the success of numerous other foster 
youth working on their college degrees as well.

30th Annual Mae Louise Mays Charity Tournament
the 30th Mae Louise Mays Annual 
Charity Softball Tournament took place 
at Moscone Field on June 15th, with 
teams from over 20 organizations com-
ing together to raise money for foster 
youth. In the first game of the day, the 
Giants Community Fund beat the War-
riors Community Foundation, and as 
they continued to win in other matchups 
through the day, it looked like the Giants 
could not be stopped. The Recreation 
and Parks Department, though, put 

Your contributions to the San Francisco 
Foster Youth Fund have a direct impact on 
the educational success of San Francisco 
foster youth. On average only 3% of foster 
youth who enter college will graduate, but 
this year our Fund supported students who 
graduated from Harvard (master’s degree) 
and University of San Francisco (bachelor’s 
degree). These are our first two graduates 
since the inception of the scholarship just a 
few short years ago, and we have 24 more 
young adults in the pipeline for success. 

One participating youth said, “The schol-
arship covered all of my books for the year, 
I did not have to worry about working ex-
tra hours on campus and could concentrate 
on writing my papers.” Another reported, 
“With a little extra money for the semester, 
I went with my roommate on a road trip 
to Southern California during our spring 
break. I would not have been able to have 
that experience without your scholarship.”

The class of 2019 brought us six addi-
tional applicants who will be attending Sac-
ramento State University, San Diego State 
University, San Francisco State University, 
UC Berkeley, Delta Community College, 
Brigham Young University and City Col-
lege of San Francisco. Our goal is to con-
tinue our support to the increasing number 
of foster youth who are attending college. 

Championship Game: Recreation and Parks 
Department vs. Giants Community Fund

The Championship Game featuring Recreation 
and Parks vs. Giants Community Fund.

Trinidad M.

together a mix of pitching, defense, and 
speed. When the two teams squared off 
in the championship, the Recreation and 
Parks team took an early lead and cruised 
to a 10–5 win, its first victory in the 30 
years of the tournament. 

The Foster Youth Fund is grateful to all 
of the tournament participants. The day 
was marked by spirited sportsmanship, rais-
ing funds for foster youth to go to camps, 
receive lessons, or go to college. On Sep-
tember 17th, Mayor London Breed will be 

presenting the championship trophy to 
the Recreation and Parks Department. 
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It’s Combined Charities 
Time!

The San Francisco Foster Youth Fund 
has always relied on the generosity of 
employees of the City and County of 
San Francisco. The annual City Em-
ployees Combined Charities Cam-
paign allows employees and retirees 
the opportunity to donate either by 
payroll deduction or one-time check 
to their favorite causes. In 2018, 
19.1% of the San Francisco Foster 
Youth Fund donations came through 
this campaign, amounting to nearly 
$27,500, a significant portion of our 
total income.

The Combined Charities forms are 
distributed in October. You can sup-
port foster children by writing “San 
Francisco Foster Youth Fund” in the 
America’s Best Local Charities section 
of the form. Our charity number is 
L2408. Please contact Eric Hoberg 
at (415) 557-5378 or eric.hoberg@
sfgov.org with questions. The Fund’s 
Board, and the youth we support, are 
deeply grateful to city workers and 
retirees.

Retirees’ Luncheon

This year’s retirees’ luncheon will be 
held on Wednesday, October 16 from 
noon to 3:00 pm, at Max’s Opera 
Plaza, 601 Van Ness Avenue, on the 
patio. This is the same location as last 
year’s lunch, where we all had such a 
good time. Once again there will be 
three entrees to select from for a set 
price. Instructions will be sent with 
your invitation, which will be sent 
out soon. Please plan to join us as we 
catch up with colleagues and support 
the San Francisco Foster Youth Fund!

The Retirees’ Lunch is an annual 
tradition started in 2010 by retired 
child welfare manager Karen Sescher. 
We appreciate the support from our 
retired colleagues!

thanks to the support of donors like you, 
San Francisco foster children can partici-
pate in the activities that other children 
take for granted. So far in 2019, the SF Fos-
ter Youth Fund has approved 250 grants for 
a diverse range of enrichment activities. 

We have provided support for foster 
youth to attend summer camps, including 
camps for sports, gymnastics, science, rock 
climbing, theatre and dance, as well as a 
camp for children with disabilities.

We wrote checks for school activities 
such as prom, graduation, senior portraits, 
yearbooks, and field trips to local attrac-
tions, and helped to pay for a band trip to 
San Diego, family visits to Reno, Las Vegas, 
Los Angeles and Atlanta, and travel with a 
church group to Southern California.

We have paid for classes such as dance, 
photography, guitar, piano and driving, and 
purchased art and photography supplies, a 
ping-pong table for a developmentally dis-
abled youth, and educational toys, as well as 
computers, phones and similar devices.

We have paid for sports participation, 
including gymnastics, basketball, soccer, 
boxing, football, ice skating, swimming and 
baseball, gym memberships and bicycles. 
We also helped to finance one youth whose 
Dragon Boat team traveled to Vancouver, 
Canada for a competition.

We have assisted non-minor dependents 
pay for furniture in their first indepen-
dent housing, pay job training fees, and  

Where Your Money Goes
Financial Overview for 2018

expenDITURes : $128,581

Income : $143,714

again, a special thanks to the students 
of Mercy and Riordan High Schools! For 
the second year in a row, they chose the San 
Francisco Foster Youth Fund to be the ben-
eficiary of their annual benefit rally, Battle of 
the Avenues. This year we received a check 
for $6,262.39 from the students, which they 
presented to the board. The event was held 
on March 8, 2019 in the Mercy High gym-
nasium, and after a night of challenges con-
tests, the Skippers took home the trophy. 
It is an inspiration to see these high school 

Thanks to Riordan and Mercy High Students

purchase clothing for job interviews and 
first jobs, and awarded college scholarships.

With the help of our generous donors, 
the Fund will be able to continue to enrich 
the lives of San Francisco’s vulnerable chil-
dren for many years to come.
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students realize the importance of helping 
to assure that other young people, who may 
not have as many opportunities, have access 
to those opportunities and resources. 



San Francisco Foster Youth Fund 
P.O. Box 460086
San Francisco, CA 94146-0086

5 Yes, I’ll attend the Wine Tasting on Thursday, October 24, 2019. 

 Enclosed is my check for $   ($50 per person)       Number of people attending  

5	 No, I am unable to attend, but will help with a donation of $ 

Name:  

Address: 

City, State, Zip: 

Email:  

Please mail your check and this form to:

San Francisco Foster Youth Fund
P.O. Box 460086
San Francisco, CA 94146-0086

The Foster Youth Fund Is on Facebook
Join our page on Facebook! Just type the Fund’s name in the 
Facebook search box to find us. The more people that join and 
spread the word, the more support we can gather. 

Clean Out Your Garage, Help Foster Kids
The Fund has registered with the Community Thrift Store at 
623 Valencia Street, San Francisco as a designated charity. 
Please donate and shop! Request that your sales benefit SFFYF.
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Visit the Fund’s Website!
Want to know about the San Francisco Foster Youth Fund? Visit us at sffosteryouthfund.org for more photos, stories and informa-
tion about our annual events. It also offers a secure and convenient way you can donate online anytime. 

SFFYF Board of Directors

Kelly Bunce
Eileen Cavan
Bonnie Friedman
Kimbra Hall 
Ronda Johnson
Julie Rogers 
Jennifer Ruddock

Dan Kelly, President

Cheryl Baker, Secretary

Eric Hoberg, Treasurer

off icers d irectors

You Are Invited!
(please detach and return)

Gloria Samayoa
Arlette Smith
John Viet 
Janice Walcott-Ayers 


